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Choosing the Road Less Traveled
by Steven Kawamura, Advising Elder at Kalihi Union Church

Maybe you’ve never thought of your life in 
those terms. But everyone, whether they 
are aware of it or not, have selected a 

particular pathway in life. The most popular road 
seems to be aligned with what the world tells us 
we need — a nice home, a fancy car, a good job, 
exciting sports events, live entertainment and travel 
to exotic places. We are told, at least subliminal-
ly, that focusing on and fulfilling our needs and 
wants will lead to a successful, happy life.

However, where does this road actually lead?

It may be beneficial to observe what has hap-
pened to others on this self-centered road. Stories 
abound of people who thought they had it made 
in life but ended up lost either due to their own 
mistakes or someone else’s.

Are we carefully assessing where we are 
headed or do we think there is plenty of time 
to make adjustments along the way? Before you 
know it, you may find yourself way past any side 
streets that could have taken you down another 
road — the one less traveled.

Earlier this year, the world began to find itself 
held hostage by the coronavirus. It hijacked our 
pursuit of a nice home, fancy car, entertainment, 
travel opportunities and any kind of job.

What is left? Thank God we have our families, 
friends and many folks coming to the aid of others.  
It is amazing what this world crisis has shown us 
through the goodness of people helping people. 
Maybe this road less traveled is the one more of  

us should embark upon. And we may have missed 
this unexpected detour if not for a world crisis that 
eliminated our distractions.

Have you heard this before? “We live by sight, 
not by faith.” If it sounds familiar, it may be be-
cause many of us live our lives this way. Living 
by sight, after all, is how the world expects us to 
live. That’s why there’s so much “stuff” out there 
being advertised as the way to find happiness and 
fulfillment — and we oblige by overconsuming.

The only problem with this is real life does not 
support this. We see famous people who have 
attained more stuff than they will ever need with 
lives that do not have happy endings.

“We live by sight, not by faith” is incorrect.

The Bible says, “We walk by faith, not by 
sight,” not the other way around. The “walk” here 
is a metaphorical reference to the way a person 
conducts his or her life.

A fulfilling and meaningful life in which transi-
tory material possessions are not the goal is the 
road less traveled. We must choose this road and 
decide to not build our lives around things that 
have no eternal significance. 

It requires faith to live this way because we 
cannot see, hear or touch anything spiritual. 

If we base our lives on giving to those in 
need rather than following the popular “mate-
rial world” philosophy of our day, maybe we’ll 
be able to look back years from now and see that 
there were some positive moral changes made as 
a result of this worldwide pandemic. 

I hope so.  n
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“Two roads diverged in a wood and I — I took the 
one less traveled by, and that has made all the dif-
ference.” — Robert Frost 

When my husband told me in early 2019 
that he wanted to retire, my first reac-
tion was, “No, you’re still young and 

can work until you’re 70.” When we had a seri-
ous conversation a few months later, I agreed 
with his desire to retire, but said, “You need to 
have an exit plan because I have a home 
office and don’t want to see you sit-
ting on the couch watching TV.”

Wow, written out, that sounds  
mean (hahaha); however, he 
had a little (a lot of) help from 
his two daughters — thus, the 
creation of a small business 
called “Cactus Cliff.” My husband,  
Cliff, as you probably figured out, 
has been an outdoor/yard person 
since we purchased our Kane‘ohe home almost 
35 years ago. Right away, he planted a mock 
orange hedge (now a croton hedge) and a Meyer 
lemon tree, to name a few. For the past 25 years, 
Cliff has taken an interest in cactus and succu-
lents. Fast-forward to spring 2019, when our young-
est daughter asked and received 300 potted cactus 
and succulents for her December wedding favors.

Cactus Cliff began in January 2020 with a variety  
of pots, cups and bowls, etc., filled with an assort-
ment of cactus and succulents. Cliff continues to 
make decorative arrangements and centerpieces, 
and cultivates a wide variety of plants from seeds 
and cuttings. His daughters found ways to feature 
these products for retail and at open-market ven-
ues — something they all enjoy doing together.

 My advise to anyone looking to retire is to  
be prepared so that you can have many years of 
pleasure. Make a checklist, not a honey-do list,  
of what you want to do after retirement in order 
to have control of your life. That list is never 
set in stone because it is your life and you can 
change anything any time you like. As for my 
husband and me, we moved a desk into our guest 
room and made it into Cliff’s office. 

Our house now has two offices — everything is 
going well in this household!  n
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808-722-1520 | cactuscliff96744@gmail.com

Before Retiring, Prepare with an ‘Exit Plan’
by Sherry Goya, Generations Magazine Staff

Cliff and his daughters, Cathlene and Cynthia, 
sell plants at the Pearlridge Saturday Market. 

Cliff just loves sharing his cactus and succulent 
expertise with new and repeat customers.
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